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Professor Jana Morgan 
Department of Political Science 

Office: 1015 McClung Tower 

Office Hours: Thursdays, 3:30-5:30pm, By appointment 

Office Phone: 974-7043 

Email: janamorgan@utk.edu 

Course Website available through Online@UT 

 

Course Description 
¡Bienvenidos! Bem-vindos! Welcome to the study of Latin American politics! During the last 

decades of the 20th century, Latin America entered a period of electoral democracy that was 

largely unprecedented in the region. However, some countries have experienced recent 

authoritarian setbacks, and in many countries across the region, the substantive features of 

politics often conflict with the formal democratic rules. In this class we will consider how the 

initial democratic transitions occurred and explore the historical foundations and contemporary 

dynamics that shape contemporary politics in the region.  

 

This course will provide an introduction to Latin American politics and requires no previous 

knowledge of the subject. Given the cross-disciplinary nature of the course, students will bring 

different sets of knowledge and experiences, which make our conversations richer and our 

learning more dynamic. All students should be proactive throughout the semester in asking 

questions and seeking clarification either in class or during office hours. 

 

My goal is that by the end of the semester students will have an appreciation for and 

understanding of the complexities of Latin American economic and power relations and of 

how these relations shape political realities. My hope is that you will be actively engaged in 

the learning process and reflect carefully about the dynamics of power in Latin America and 

elsewhere. 

 

To be successful in this course you will need to: prepare for class by reading and thinking 

about assigned materials, participate in class discussions, ask questions, take careful notes, and 

prepare for and submit all assignments on time.  

 

  

 

 

 

Latin American Government and Politics 
Fall 2019 

 
 HSS 218 POLS/LACS 456 
 Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:10-3:25pm    CRN 46323/52680 

 

 

 

 

http://web.utk.edu/~kellyjm/
mailto:janamorgan@utk.edu
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Course Overview 
The course will consist of three major sections. The first will provide you with general 

knowledge of Latin America’s geography and political history. This portion of the course will 

ensure that everyone in the class shares some basic knowledge of the region, facilitating analysis 

of modern Latin American politics.  

 

In the second section, we will engage in a more detailed study of the region’s experiences with 

authoritarianism and subsequent democratic transitions (1950s-1990s). This portion of the course 

will also include an examination of the economic transitions to neoliberalism that coincided with 

the political transitions to democracy in many countries and provide an overview of the current 

post-neoliberal political and economic situation. We will also examine the political development 

of one of the region’s most volatile polities and advanced economies – Argentina. The core 

question in this portion of the course will be: how do economic and political power 
structures interact and influence each other? 

 

The third portion of the course will focus on contemporary political dynamics and power 

relations in the regions. The core question throughout this portion of the course will be: what 
are the major challenges facing democracy in Latin America? Here we will discuss the 

roles played by important political actors, institutions, social dynamics, and international 

currents. Throughout the third section of the course we will draw on country-specific material to 

make our analyses more tangible, including days focused on Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela as 

well as readings on several other countries. To conclude this section, we will once again step 

back to review the big picture and analyze the dynamics of democracy across the region.  

 

Curricular Requirements Met 
This course meets requirements in the Political Science major/minor (comparative politics field), 

the Latin American studies major/minor, and the Global Studies major/minor. Students may also 

use this course to satisfy the Global Challenges requirement for the College of Arts and Sciences. 

 

Latin American and Caribbean studies 
The Latin American and Caribbean Studies program offers students a broad sampling of courses 

from several academic disciplines, which enables comprehensive and integrated study of Latin 

American and Caribbean histories, cultures, societies, politics and languages. The program also 

facilitates insight into the experiences of Latinos living in the US and elsewhere and prepares 

students to examine and critique economic, social, and political hierarchies. Students interested 

in the Latin American and Caribbean studies program should contact me or Chad Black, 

interim program chair at LAC@utk.edu. 

 

Learning Objectives Met 
This course supports political science learning objectives, including promoting knowledge of 

basic political science concepts and heightening awareness of contemporary political issues. This 

course supports Latin American and Caribbean studies learning objectives, including developing 

knowledge of the region and conveying that knowledge in writing.   

  

http://polisci.utk.edu/
https://lac.utk.edu/
mailto:LAC@utk.edu
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Course Materials 
• Book chapters, articles and other materials all made available through Canvas 

• Latin America Daily Briefing, which is available online where you can read the briefing 

or sign up for the daily email.  

 

Student Assessment and Evaluation Methods 
Your grade in this course will be based on the following: 
 

Course Element        % of Final Grade 
Participation and Pop quizzes:      12% 

Map Quiz:          5% 

Exam 1:          22% 

Exam 2:          25% 

Book presentation/discussion:      11% 

Final paper:         25%  

 

Attendance and Participation: In order to learn, you must be present. Missing class regularly 

will undermine your ability to learn effectively and will hurt your participation grade as well as 

your performance on exams. In case an absence is unavoidable, you must email me in 
advance to tell me the real reason for your absence. This does not mean the absence is 

excused; it simply means that you are being professional and courteous by informing me of your 

absence. Failure to notify me about your absence in advance will result in reductions in your 

participation grade. If you choose to miss class, you may not make up any quizzes or tests held 

during your absence, except in the case of prolonged illness or university-approved events. If 

your absence falls within these circumstances and you wish to make up missed in-class quizzes 

or exams, you must obtain approval to make up assignments before the missed class. All 

excused absences must be thoroughly documented.  

 

I expect everyone to be on time and ready to begin class promptly. I will often make important 

announcements at the beginning of class, and it is disruptive to class when people arrive late. 

Students who are repeatedly late for class will receive deductions in their participation grade.  

 

Questioning is an important part of the learning process, and your questions will often be helpful 

to everyone in class. We are all learning. Please ask questions. 
 

Throughout the semester, I will provide in-class opportunities for you to reflect on course 

content in writing. This reflective writing is not graded, but instead aims to provide space for 

you to think about what we are learning. The goal is to foster your ability to consider possible 

linkages across different elements of course content and to draw connections between this course 

and your other knowledge or experience.  

 

Class Preparation: As participants in this class, you are expected to complete daily readings 
prior to class and make informed contributions to the discussion. This means that you will be 

prepared to engage in classroom discussions and activities that draw from the readings.  

http://latinamericadailybriefing.blogspot.com/
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In addition to the assigned readings noted on the syllabus, you are expected to read the Latin 

America Daily Briefing daily blog/email in order to obtain information regarding current events 

in the region. This briefing is a daily summary of news coverage about Latin America. Reading 

the briefing will allow you to stay up-to-date on events throughout the region and may provide 

you with ideas for your final paper. You can find the briefing by going directly to the website 

where you may either read the daily blog post or subscribe to the daily email so that the briefing 

shows up in your inbox each day. I expect students to be aware of important events in the region 

and to be prepared to bring that information into class discussion. 

 

Occasionally you will be asked to participate in class activities that will require you to work with 

other students or to prepare a small presentation in advance of class. Your work on these in-class 

activities will also be a part of your participation grade. Throughout the semester, I will keep 

track of the frequency and quality of your participation in class discussions and group activities 

as well as your preparedness for class in order to assess your overall participation. 

 

Pop Quizzes: To ensure that you are keeping up with assigned readings and understanding the 

material, I may give a few pop quizzes over the course of the semester. Pop quizzes cannot be 

made up. Exceptions will only be made for students who notify the instructor in advance that 

they will be absent from class for a university-approved event, provide verification of their 

university-approved excuse, and receive an excused absence from the instructor for the date 

when the pop quiz is held. Pop quiz scores will factor into assigning the final score for the 

participation and pop quiz portion of the grade. Pop quizzes may cover assigned readings 
and/or current events discussed in the Latin America Daily Briefing. 
 

Map Quiz: To orient ourselves concerning the contours of Latin American geography, there will 

be a map quiz at the start of the course on September 3. I will provide you with a list of items 

that may be on the quiz.  

 

Exams: Exam 1 will cover the first two sections of the course and will be held in class on 

October 10. Exam 2, covering the final section of the course, will be held on November 26. 

Both exams will contain a mix of multiple choice, short answer and/or essay questions.  

 

Students receiving approval in advance and providing a verifiable excuse for an extraordinary 

absence (such as the death of a parent or a university-sanctioned trip) will be permitted to take a 

make-up exam. Aside from students who have made such prior arrangements, NO MAKEUPS 
WILL BE ALLOWED. 
 

Book Presentation: Each student will read one book written by a Latin American or Latino 

author, which touches on themes relevant to politics in the region. This is an opportunity for you 

to see political dynamics through a different lens, to engage with the perspectives of authors 

from the region, and to explore topics in greater depth than we typically have time to cover 

through regular course content. I have identified three book options that connect to course 

content in interesting ways. Students may select among these options. Each book option is 

associated with a different due date. Due dates are staggered to connect the your reading with the 

http://latinamericadailybriefing.blogspot.com/
http://latinamericadailybriefing.blogspot.com/
http://latinamericadailybriefing.blogspot.com/


 5 

issues we will be discussing in class at that point in time. On the due date for each book, all 

students who have opted for that book option will make a 2-minute in-class presentation 
that analyzes/reflects on the major political themes in the book and explores how they 
connect to or build on core ideas, concepts, or experiences that we have discussed 
elsewhere in the course. Presentations must be typed out in advance – like a short (~300-word) 

paper. The typed text will be submitted on the date of the in-class discussion. Following the 

presentations, I will engage the class in a conversation about the ways in which the book’s 

themes connects to ideas and issues we have read about elsewhere and/or discussed in class. 

Students who have read the book will be expected to take the lead in participating in this 

discussion. The book assignment will be evaluated based upon the quality of analysis in your 

presentation text and the quality of your participation in the broader conversation about the ways 

the book connects to other class content. Given the nature of this assignment, LATE BOOK 
ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED.  
 

Final Paper: You will identify one major impediment to democracy in a Latin American 

country of your choosing (except Cuba, Nicaragua or Venezuela). The paper will detail the major 

contours of the problem, discuss why this issue poses a challenge to the country’s democracy, 

and offer some strategies for improving the quality and stability of democracy in light of these 

challenges. Possible issues might include, but are certainly not limited to: executive dominance, 

electoral systems, crime, corruption, political parties, representation, ethnic/racial exclusion, U.S. 

influence, violence, poverty, economic inequality, or the military. These papers will be five 

double-spaced pages, excluding the bibliography. You will be required to consult and cite at least 

12 reputable sources, with at least 9 of these sources being academic journal articles or university 

press books. You will be required to submit to me via email at least two possible paper topics 

and countries by November 12. I will then inform you of your approved topic.  

 

Final papers are due December 12 at 3:30pm. Papers submitted late will be penalized by ten 

percentage points for each day (24 hours) they are late. For instance, if a paper were due at 5 pm 

on Saturday, a paper submitted at 4pm on Sunday would be penalized by 10 percentage points; 

while a paper not handed in until Tuesday at 4pm would be penalized 30 points. 

      

Grading: It is my desire that all students learn and perform well in this course. As professor 

and student, we share the responsibility for achieving this goal. I will present relevant and helpful 

material both in class and in assigned readings; exams and other assignments will be structured in 

such a way as to best ascertain your learning in this course. If you find any material unclear or 

confusing, please do not hesitate to ask questions in class, which will benefit your fellow students, 

or stop by my office hours so I can work with you in a more individualized way. The more you 

are willing to put into learning, the more you are likely to gain. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about a grade you receive in this course, do not hesitate to 

ask. However, be aware that when I re-grade, I look over the entire exam or assignment; therefore, 

re-grading may result in a grade that is higher OR lower than the original grade. Final grades in 

the course will be assigned according to the scale below.  
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Grading Scale: 

 

A 94-100% 

A- 90-94% 

B+ 87-90% 

B 83-87% 

B- 80-83% 

C+ 77-80% 

 

 

C 73-77% 

C- 70-73%  

D+ 65-70% 

D 60-65% 

D-  50-60% 

F  Below 50% 

 

 

 

Key Dates 
 September 3 Map Quiz 

 September 17 Feast of the Goat book presentations 

 October 10 Exam 1 

 November 12 Final paper topic preferences due 

 November 14 Lost City Radio book presentations 

 November 21 The Land of Open Graves book presentations 

 November 26 Exam 2 

 December 12, 3:30pm Final Papers due 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Assignments labeled Supplement are recommended but optional. All other assignments marked 

Read, Watch, or Reflect are required and must be prepared before class on the date indicated. 

 

SECTION I: LATIN AMERICAN POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

8/22 Course Overview and Introduction to Latin America 
 

8/27 Colonialism, Independence, and Their Legacies 
Read 1. Skidmore, Smith and Green. “Chapter 2. The Colonial Foundations” In Modern  

 Latin America, 7th edition. New York: Oxford University Press. 
   

Supplement James Mahoney. 2010. Colonialism and Postcolonial Development. New York:  

 Cambridge. Chapter 1.   

 

8/29 No Class: Watch También la Lluvia  
Read 1. Americas: An Anthology, eds. Mark B. Rosenberg, A. Douglas Kincaid, and  

 Kathleen Logan, pp. 24-26 
  

2. Jim Shultz. 2003. “Bolivia: The Water War Widens” NACLA Report on the 

Americas 36 (4), pp. 34-37. 
 

Watch Feature Film. También la Lluvia (Even the Rain, with English subtitles). 2010.  
 

Reflect Write a 1-page reflection on the film and readings in response to prompts 

provided on Canvas. 
 

Supplement Erica Simmons. 2016. “Market Reforms and Water Wars” World Politics 68(1),   

 pp. 37-66. 

 
9/3 Politics of Development 

 Map Quiz 
Read 1. Skidmore, Smith and Green. Modern Latin America, 7th edition. pp. 351-368 &  

 376-89 

 

SECTION II: AUTHORITARIANISM AND TRANSITIONS  
 

9/5 20th Century Authoritarianism 

Read 1. Hector Schamis. 1991. “Reconceptualizing Latin American Authoritarianism in  

 the 1970s:  From Bureaucratic-Authoritarianism to Neoconservatism”  

 Comparative Politics 23 (2). Read pp. 201-211 
 

 2. CONADEP. 1984. “Prologue” In Nunca Más: A Report by Argentina’s  

 National Commission on the Disappeared. 
 

Supplement Tina Rosenberg. 1991. Children of Cain. Penguin. Chapter 2. “The Good Sailor.” 

   

http://dmsmediasite.utk.edu/UTK/Play/5a19f953f0fe4f46ba33cc34e7f22a5d1d
http://dmsmediasite.utk.edu/UTK/Play/5a19f953f0fe4f46ba33cc34e7f22a5d1d
http://www.desaparecidos.org/nuncamas/web/english/library/nevagain/nevagain_002.htm
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9/10 Transitions to Democracy 

Read 1. Smith, Skidmore, and Green. 2018. Modern Latin America, 9th edition. Oxford  

 University Press. Read pp. 400-411.  
 

 2. Terry Lynn Karl. 1990. “Dilemmas of Democratization in Latin America” 

Comparative Politics 23(1). Read pp. 1-12. 
  

Supplement Film: No (Chile). 2013. Directed by Pablo Larraín 

 

9/12 Debt Crisis and Market Reform  
 

Read 1. Economic Terms sheet (on Canvas) 
 

 2. Skidmore, Smith and Green. Modern Latin America, 8th edition. pp. 457-459.  
 

 3. Peter Kingstone. 2018. The Political Economy of Latin America, 2nd ed.  

 Routledge. Read pp. 55-67. 

    

Watch Documentary. Commanding Heights (USA). 2002. Episode 2. Watch from  

 minute 21:47 to 33:29 
 

Supplement Film: Chicago Boys (Chile). 2016. Directed by Carola Fuentes and Rafael  

 Valdeavellano 

 

9/17 Consequences of Neoliberalism 
 Presentations and Discussion on Feast of the Goat by Mario Vargas Llosa 
 

Read 1. Alejandro Portes and Kelly Hoffman. 2003. “Latin American Class Structures:  

 Their Composition and Change during the Neoliberal Era” Latin American  

 Research Review 38 (1). Read pp. 44-50 & 66-74. 

 

9/19 After Neoliberalism: Resurgence of the Left, Resilience of the Right 
Read 1. Smith, Green, and Skidmore. Modern Latin America, 9th edition. 2018. Oxford  

 University Press. Read pp. 406-411. 
 

 2. Peter Kingstone. 2018. The Political Economy of Latin America, 2nd ed.  

 Routledge. Read pp. 102-116; 125-133; 169-172. 

 

9/24 Political Development in Argentina  

Read 1. Smith, Green, and Skidmore. 2018. Modern Latin America, 9th edition. Ch. 9  

 Argentina. pp. 241-282.  

 

9/26 No Class: Reflect and Review  
Reflect Write a 1-page reflection on the relationship between economic and political  

 regimes in 20th century Latin America, responding to prompt on Canvas. 

 
  

https://youtu.be/oykvdDm0qwk
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10/1 Post-Transition Politics in Argentina 

Read 1. Sebastián Etchemendy and Candelaria Garay. 2011 “Argentina: Left Populism 

in Comparative Perspective, 2003-2009,” in Levitsky and Roberts, eds., The 

Resurgence of the Latin American Left. Johns Hopkins University Press. Read 

pp. 283-300. 
 

 2. Noam Lupu. 2016. “The End of the Kirchner Era” Journal of Democracy. 27 

(2) Read pages 34-37 & 44-48.  
 

 3. News article on Argentine elections (TBD) 

 

10/3 Catch-up Day 

 

10/8 Review 

 

10/10 Exam 1 

 

SECTION III: CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL DYNAMICS 
 

10/15 What is Democracy? How does it survive and thrive? 

Read 1. Andreas Schedler. 1998. “What is Democratic Consolidation” Journal of  

 Democracy 9 (2), pp. 91-107. 

    

10/17 Fall Break 
 

10/22 Parties and Representation 
Read 1. Kenneth M. Roberts. 2013. “Parties, Party Systems and Representation” In  

 Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics, Peter Kingstone and Deborah  

 Yashar, eds. Routledge, pp. 48-60.  

 

10/24 Venezuela Case Study 
Read 1. Jana Morgan. 2018. “Deterioration and Polarization of Party Politics in  

 Venezuela” In Scott Mainwaring, ed., Party Systems in Latin America:  

 Institutionalization, Decay and Collapse. Cambridge, pp. 291-325. 

 
10/29 Presidentialism and Executive Dominance 

Read 1. Scott Mainwaring and Matthew Shugart. 1997. “Juan Linz, Presidentialism,  

 and Democracy: A Critical Appraisal” Comparative Politics 29 (4), pp. 449-471. 
 

Prepare Prepare for In-Class Debate on Presidentialism. Details provided on Canvas. 

  

10/31 Elections, Electoral Democracy, and Clientelism 

Read 1. Daniel C. Hellinger. 2014. “Fair Elections and Democratic Legitimacy”  

 Comparative Politics of Latin America: Democracy at Last? 2nd edition. New  

 York: Routledge. Read pp. 395-400.  
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 2. Gilles Serra. 2016. “Vote Buying with Illegal Resources: Manifestation of a  

 Weak Rule of Law in Mexico” Journal of Politics in Latin America 8 (1). Read  

 pp. 129-143. 
 

 3. Tina Hilgers. 2008. “Causes and Consequences of Political Clientelism in  

 Mexico’s PRD” Latin American Politics and Society 50 (4). Read pp. 125-128 &  

 142-147. 

 

11/5 Social Inequality: Race and Ethnicity 

Read 1. Edward Telles, et al. 2014. Pigmentocracies: Ethnicity, Race, and Color in  

 Latin America. Chapel Hill: UNC Press, pp. 14-28. 
 

Supplement Barry S. Levitt. 2015. “Discrimination and the Distrust of Democratic Institutions  

 in Latin America” Politics, Groups, and Identities. 3 (3): 417-437.  

 

11/7 Peru Case Study 

Read 1. Smith, Green, and Skidmore. 2018 Modern Latin America, 9th edition. Oxford  

 University Press, pp. 159-171.  
 

 2. Alberto Vergara and Aaron Watanabe. 2016. “Peru Since Fujimori” Journal of  

 Democracy 27 (3): 148-157. 
 

 3. David Sulmont and Juan Carlos Callirgos. 2014. “El país de todas las sangres?  

 Race and Ethnicity in Contemporary Peru” In Pigmentocracies, Edward Telles,  

 ed. UNC Press. Read pp. 126-131 & 165-171. 

 

11/12 Women in Politics 
Requests for paper topics and countries due no later than today 

 

Read 1. Leslie Schwindt-Bayer. 2018. “The Gendered Nature of Democratic  

 Representation in Latin America” In Gender and Representation in Latin  

 America. Oxford, pp. 245-259. 
 

 2. Daniel Politi and Ernesto Londoño. 2018. “Though Abortion Bill Failed in  

 Argentina, A Movement Took Hold” New York Times Aug.10, 2018, A5 
    

Supplement Tamar Diana Wilson. 2014. “Violence against Women in Latin America” Latin  

 American Perspectives 41 (1). Read pp. 3-12.  

  

11/14 U.S.-Latin American Relations 
 Presentations & Discussion on Lost City Radio by Daniel Alarcón 

 

Read 1. Smith, Green, and Skidmore. 2018. Modern Latin America, 9th edition. Oxford  

 University Press, pp. 461-476; 495-508.  
  

 2. Luis Schenoni and Scott Mainwaring. 2018. “Democracy is in Crisis in  

 Latin America” Washington Post: Monkey Cage. October 22, 2018. 

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/09/world/americas/argentina-abortion-vote.html
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11/19 The Military, Crime, and Authoritarian Resurgence 
Read 1. Rut Diamint and Laura Tedesco. 2015. “The State, the Military, and the  

 Citizen” In Latin American Democracy, 2nd edition. New York: Routledge. Read  

 only pp. 153-157 & 162-163. 
 

 2. Orlando Perez. 2015. “Militarizing the Police Undermines Democratic  

 Governance” Global Americans. August 3, 2015. 
 

 3. Brian Winter. “Brazil, Scared and Leaderless, Looks to the Military” Americas  

 Quarterly. 31 May 2018. 

 

11/21 Catch-up Day/Review 
 Presentations & Discussion on The Land of Open Graves by Jason De León 
 

11/26 EXAM 2 
 

11/28 No Class: Thanksgiving 
 
12/3 The Status of Latin American Democracy 
Read 1. Steven Levitsky. 2018. “Democratic Survival and Weakness” Journal of 

 Democracy 29 (4): 102-113. 

 

12/12 Issue Papers Due, 3:30pm 

 

  

https://www.latinamericagoesglobal.org/2015/08/militarizing-the-police-undermines-democratic-governance/
https://www.americasquarterly.org/content/brazil-scared-and-leaderless-looks-military
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Course Policies and Resources 
 

Course Communications: 
Announcements will be sent via Canvas and/or posted on the course website. If you do not 

receive Canvas notifications and messages, please be sure to change the settings so that you 

receive course communications. If you have questions, please contact the OIT help desk. 

 

I will also use Canvas to distribute assignments, study aids, and other communications. It is 

important that you check the Online@UT site regularly, as announcements will be posted there. 

 

Cell Phones, Tablets, Laptops and Electronic Devices: Cell phones, 

tablets, laptops, and other electronic devices can disrupt the classroom environment. Please turn 

them OFF before coming to class each day. Repeated failure to do so or other incidents of other 

disruptive behavior will result in a decrease in your participation grade.  

 

Considerable evidence now suggests that taking notes on a computer or tablet does not contribute 

to your learning in the same ways achieved through handwritten notes. Therefore, laptops and 

tablets are not permitted in class. You may take notes by hand. There are two exceptions to 

this policy: 1) a documented learning disability that requires use of electronic devices for note-

taking; 2) specific in-class activities that require access to course readings or other materials 

online. In these cases, I will make an announcement in advance that laptops/tablets are permitted.  

 

Audio or visual recording of class lectures is not permitted unless approved by the instructor. 

 

Key Resources for Students 
• Political Science Department Website: https://polisci.utk.edu/  

• Arts and Sciences Advising Services: http://artsci.utk.edu/advising/ 

• Student Success Center: http://studentsuccess.utk.edu 

• Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs: http://catalog.utk.edu 

• Hilltopics: http://dos.utk.edu 

• Course Timetable: https://bannerssb.utk.edu/kbanpr/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched 

• Library: http://www.lib.utk.edu 

• Career Services: http://career.utk.edu 

 

Tutoring: The Writing Center provides individual assistance to any student needing help 

with writing. The Writing Center is located at the Hodges Library Commons. They can be 

reached at 974-2611 or on the web or via email. 

 

Educational Advancement Program is designed for students with demonstrated academic need 

who are also first-generation college students, from low income families, or who have physical 

or learning disabilities. Contact the Educational Advancement Program to learn more. 

 

http://www.boston.com/health/2014/06/05/take-note-this-handwritten-notes-are-more-effective-than-typed-ones/Ypp4ahKuX2Zd0OtUqBw79H/story.html
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/
https://polisci.utk.edu/
http://artsci.utk.edu/advising/
http://studentsuccess.utk.edu/
http://catalog.utk.edu/
http://dos.utk.edu/
https://bannerssb.utk.edu/kbanpr/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched
http://www.lib.utk.edu/
http://career.utk.edu/
https://writingcenter.utk.edu/
mailto:writingcenter@utk.edu
https://eap.utk.edu/
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The Student Success Center designs and implements programs that support undergraduate 

success and provides a comprehensive service for students who need a place to turn for academic 

assistance. The center provides programs that focus on student success and serves as a single 

source of support to help students sort through the many campus resources and programs 

available, connecting students with those that will best meet their needs and academic goals. 

Student Success Center is housed in two convenient locations, Hodges Library Commons and 

812 Volunteer Blvd. Phone 974-6641, e-mail studentsuccess@utk.edu. Consult the website for 

hours and more details. 

 

Disabilities: Students with disabilities should feel welcome in this course. Any student who 

feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact 

the Student Disability Services (ODS) at 865-974-6087 or sds@utk.edu to document their 

eligibility for services. SDS will work with students and faculty to coordinate reasonable 

accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 

 

Academic Integrity: All rules concerning academic honesty as set out in the current 

edition of Hilltopics will be enforced.  Particular attention should be paid to the section on 

plagiarism.  Students are reminded of their obligation to abide by the UTK Honor Code: 

 

“An essential feature of the University of Tennessee-Knoxville is a commitment 

to maintaining an atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. As a 

student of the University, I pledge that I will neither knowingly give nor receive 

any inappropriate assistance in academic work, thus affirming my own personal 

commitment to honor and integrity.” 

 

Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated, including plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the intellectual 

property of someone else without giving proper credit. The undocumented use of someone else’s 

words or ideas in any medium of communication (unless such information is recognized as 

common knowledge) is a serious offense, subject to disciplinary action that may include failure in 

the course and/or dismissal from the university. The University of Tennessee’s policies regarding 

plagiarism state: 

 

“Students shall not plagiarize. Plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of 

someone else without giving proper credit. The undocumented use of someone else’s words 

or ideas in any medium of communication (unless such information is recognized as 

common knowledge) is a serious offense, subject to disciplinary action that may include 

failure in a course and/or dismissal from the University.  

 

Specific examples of plagiarism are: 

1. Using without proper documentation (quotation marks and a citation) written 

or spoken words, phrases, or sentences from any source; 

2. Summarizing without proper documentation (usually a citation) ideas from 

another source (unless such information is recognized as common knowledge); 

mailto:studentsuccess@utk.edu
https://studentsuccess.utk.edu/
mailto:sds@utk.edu
https://sds.utk.edu/
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3. Borrowing facts, statistics, graphs, pictorial representations, or phrases without 

acknowledging the source (unless such information is recognized as common 

knowledge); 

4. Collaborating on a graded assignment without the instructor’s approval; 

5. Submitting work, either in whole or in part, created by a professional service 

and used without attribution (e.g., paper, speech, bibliography, or 

photograph).” 

 

University Civility Statement: 
Civility is genuine respect and regard for others: politeness, consideration, tact, good manners, 

graciousness, cordiality, affability, amiability and courteousness. Civility enhances academic 

freedom and integrity, and is a prerequisite to the free exchange of ideas and knowledge in the 

learning community. Our community consists of students, faculty, staff, alumni, and campus 

visitors. Community members affect each other’s well-being and have a shared interest in 

creating and sustaining an environment where all community members and their points of view 

are valued and respected. Affirming the value of each member of the university community, the 

campus asks that all its members adhere to the principles of civility and community adopted by 

the campus: http://civility.utk.edu/ 

 

Confronting Sexual Harassment and Violence: Title IX makes it clear that 

violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same 

kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected 

categories such as race, national origin, etc. Approximately 20-25% of college women and 6% of 

college men will be the victims of sexual assault during their college career. If you or someone 

you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find appropriate resources here: 

In an emergency call 911 or UT Police: 865-974-3111 

Sexual assault resources on campus: http://sexualassault.utk.edu/ 

UTK Title IX coordinator: Jennifer L. Richter, 865-974-2498 or jrichter@utk.edu 

Sexual Assault Center of East Tennessee (community): 865-522-7273 or 

http://mcnabbcenter.org/sacet 

Other resources: http://knowyourix.org/ http://endrapeoncampus.org/ http://clerycenter.org/  

 

Student Role in Improving Teaching and Learning through Course 
Assessment:  
At UT, it is our collective responsibility to improve the state of teaching and learning. During the 

semester, you may be requested to assess aspects of this course either during class or at the 

completion of the class. You are encouraged to respond to these various forms of assessment as a 

means of continuing to improve the quality of the UT learning experience. 

 

Alteration of the Syllabus 
The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter and/or amend this syllabus, as necessary.  

Students will be notified by email and/or Blackboard of any such revisions, alterations and/or 

amendments.   

http://civility.utk.edu/
http://sexualassault.utk.edu/
http://mcnabbcenter.org/sacet
http://knowyourix.org/
http://endrapeoncampus.org/
http://clerycenter.org/

